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The medical "stamps" are attached to prescriptions and 1 to 190 
nay be needed. Some of the stamps and prescriptions are illustrated 
elsewhere. (-editor). 
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CHARLES RICHARD DREW (1904-1950) 


On June 3, 1981, the United States Fostal Service 
issued the fourth stamp in the series of Great Americans and = hon- 
ored a very unusual person. There are very few individuals whose 
actions touch the lives of people all across the world , which this 
great American's achievements do. The story of his tragically brief 
life, cut short at the acme of his powers , is even more remarkable 
when one realises what obstacles he had to overcome to achieve re- 
cognition. 

Charles Richard Drew was born on June 3, 1904 in 
Washington ,bD.C. Hls father,a high school graduate , was yet a 
carpet layer with a very modest income and a family with five 
children to support - there were but few opportunities for blacks 
at that time! Charles graduated from Dunbar (kK) High School, then 
one of the best secondary schools for blacks in the country, and 
went on to Amherst College. At College , he supported himself by an 
athletic scholarship supplemented by work as a waiter. He was cap- 
tain of the track team and a star football player though an average 
student. On graduation in 1926, he was awarded the Howard Hill 
Wossman Trophy as the student who had, during the four years of 
college, contributed the mast ta athletics. He had developed = an 
interest in biology and wanted to become a physician.However, fin- 
ancial considerations made him take a job as Director of Athletics 
and Instructor of Riology and Chemistry at Morgan College, 
Baltimore, Md. 

Ry 1928 , Drew was finally able to start a medical 
education —- at McGill University in Montreal, Canada, with a loan 
from some of his friends at Amherst. Before the third year, when he 
received a scholarship, Drew worked as a waiter so as to be able to 
tontinue his studies.While his athletic activities continued, he 
became more and more involved in academic medicine - a transition 
Qreatly helped by a young english BRacteriologist, Dr.John Beattie. 
At McGill he was the all-time top scorer ina Canadian track com- 
Petition , he also won the first prize in physiological anatomy and 
two fellowships in Medicine! 

At about this time there was an increasing interest 
in blood types - Karl Landsteiner (*) was gradually unravelling the 
bload groups ~- and Drew was attracted to the problems of blood 
frouping and transfusion. After receiveing his MD and CM (Master of 
Surgery) with top honors in 1933, Drew spent two years aS a Sur 
§ical intern and resident at Montreal General Hosphtal. 

In 1935 Drew obtained the Diploma of the National 
Board of Medical Examiners and returned to the United States as 
Instructor in Fathology at the College of Medicine at Howard Uni- 
Yersity , Washington, DC. By 1936, he had become an Assistant anda 
Resident in Surgery at Howard 

In 1938 he received a Fellowship from the Rocke- 
feller Foundation and spent two years at Columbia University’s (x) 
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| College of Fhysician and Surgeons in New York. He received his Middle East 1947 14 41 
Doctor of Medical Science , the first black person ta do SO, fro, Eritrea 1948 10,11 
Columbia in 1940 with a thesis on methads of preservation ang i950) 6 6-34,25 
banking Bloaad. He returned to Haward as Assistant Frofessor a: East Africa i946 9 


1948 19,20 


Surgery but was soon called back to New York . The War in Europe 
i750 630, 31 


j was causing much pressure on Britain, France had fallen and = there 


was a great need for blood. Dr. Scudder, his mentor at Columbia ang Tripolitania 1948 11,12 

Dr.Beattie of McGill recommended Drew to organise the shipment os 1950 634,25 
bload to Britain. Drew strongly advocated the use of plasma, bath Morocca 1949 261,262 
easier to preserve and easier to transfuse ag there was no need fo- Tangiers 1949 342,544 


| cross-“matching. He perfected the methods for the preparation ms 
i liquid and freezedried plasma. 

| The United States was now involved in the war and 

the need for a Blood Bank FPpagram far American soldiers was evident 

~ the Red Cross (k) was given the responsibilty of administering 

this Agency . Drew was called to organise this program and became 

the first Medical Directar of the American Red Crass Blood Bank 

| Srogram.About three months after his assuming this office, the 

Armed Forces informed the Red Crees of the official policy of re-) 

| fusing the offer of blood donation from non-whites !! While it was 

clearly recognised that the blood segredation policy was totally 

{i unscientific, official policy could not be changed and Drew re- 

q signed his Directorsp#ip to return to Howard Universy..y.» H had al- 

ready made abuldantly clear his considered scientific opinion about) 

the total irrelevance of race to the nature of humanblood. 

As Professor of Surgery at Howard and Chief of Staff! 

at Freedmen’s Hespital, Drew was now responsible forthe training of 

black physicians and surgeons. Renouncing private practice, Drew 

remained in academic surgery and research and as honored by the 

= Wl NAACF with its Springarn medal. He was the first black to be an 

: examiner for the American Board of Surgery, ofwhich he had become a 
al diplamate same years back. 

ms On April i, Drew died following a car crash while he 

F f was on hi way to a medical canference at Tuskegee University. He 

| was 46 and at the top of his creativity. S21 years later, the issu~ 

ing &the stamp will hopefully make us remember this man s because 

of whose efforts the sick and the maimed are helped every day i 
every corner of the world. 

tt is interesting to nate that a stamp commemorating 

the use of blood plasma was almost issued in 1944, The usual bur eatts 

cratic and political manoeuverings aborted this. The stamp honoring® 

Drew also indirectly highights the product of his investigationse 

-~ Ranes ©. Chakrvarty MD 
(kK indicates subjects alredy commemorated philatelically). 


THE UNICORN 


(This is the checklist completing the article on Unicarns publishdd 

in the June issue. Obviously this check-list is not uptodate. It is 

hoped that members will send in the later stamps on this subject. 
~edsda 


NeW ISSUES 


Australia July 81, International Year of the Disabled Person (IYDP). no details 
Austria 4/22/81, 125th Birth Amiversary of Sigmund Freud, one 3 sot tale 
Barbados April or May 81. Four for IYDP, Of special iaterest the 25c value 
depicts the symbols of sign language. 

Costa Rica 4/8/81. Six airmails honor the University of Costa Rica. The 5e 

10c and 50c values note the 20th anniversary of the School of Medicine ’ 

The 5c value shows the medical-surgical clinic, the 10c- a physiology lesson, 


and the 50c, the School of Medicine and Dr. Ant 
° onio Pe 
Dutch Antilles 4/7/81, Four semipostals. IYDP. o Pena Chavarria, first dean, 


Egypt 12/23/80. 20m single vortrays Ali Ibraham (1880-1947), a physician, 
pasbla 5/17/81. 50b, Dr. Albert Schweitzer; 85b, WHO and ITU 
sreece 5/22/81. Seven Anniversaries and Events. Of interest, 2dr, Eighth 
Worldwide Nephrology Conference in Athens, June 7-12-shows human torso; 
ak 50th Anniversary of the Greek Ovhthalmological Society~shows ancient bowl]; 
2dr, the first crude oil and natural gas production will begin in Greece in 
ey ee rei oil rig...Pharmacy 56:12-11 etrolatun, 
ry orldwide Cardiovascular Surgery Conference at 5 
l Athens ne tie 6- o 
Guyana 7/1/81 api for IYDP. Pictured on the valves are Louis mealies 
en Keller, Rajkumari Singh, Ludvie Von Beet 3 , 
sie tania ;: ge Von Beethoven, Sony THomas, and Pierre- 
italy 4/11/81. 300Lira single, IYDP. stylized patient in wheelchair, 
apan 7/18/81. Eighth International Pharmacological Congress, no details 
Panama 1981. 23c single for IYD?, 
Sweden 4/28/81. two valves for IUDP. 
Transkei 4/81 Medicinal Plants first listed in April S&T. More details 
5c, Teonotis Jeonurus, 15c, Euphorbia bupleurifolia, 20c, Pelargonium 
reniforme, and 25c, Hibiscus trionun. ao 
ee eee eee ia of the Association of Blood Donors, 75m single 
ates — ce single, Dr. 
RoE Fae Es oe gle, Dr. Charles Drew, a black American physician 


Yemen 5/15/81. Trio of trees, of i 
56:12-6 Fig. interest, 180f, Ficus vasta...Pharmacy 


G.H.Newerla MD 


CHECKLIST OF UNICORN STAMPS 


Ethiopia 1965 CB6-8a 

France 19464 1107,a Penang eee - be found in George Griffenhagens*Drugs _and Pharmacy on 
1966 1145 55 and 63. *** Francis Young, Jr. RPh. POB 717, Jamestown, N.D.. 58401 

Reunion 1946 340a as 

Great Britain i939 249,a,250 


1951 289 
Scotland i958 246,485, 526a 


